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Florida’s Six Proposed Constitutional Amendments on the November 2020 Ballot

The Florida Legislature has the power to put proposed amendments on the ballot, as do Citizen Initiatives
that have collected the necessary number of signatures of support and met other requirements. They
make up the first four proposed amendments on the November 3, 2020 ballot:

Amendment 1 is titled “Citizenship Requirement to Vote in Florida Elections” and proposes to change
two words in Article VI, Section 2 of the constitution regarding Electors, as follows:

Every-citizen Only a citizen of the United States who is at least eighteen years of age and who is a
permanent resident of the state, if registered as provided by law, shall be an elector of the county where
registered.

While current law already requires someone to be a citizen in order to vote, this proposal adds emphasis
on citizenship, reflecting the current debate on whether undocumented residents should one day be
allowed to vote. This proposed amendment, as all others, was reviewed for its financial impact on state
government and the economy by the state’s Financial Impact Estimating Conference. Because it is not
expected to result in any changes to the voter registration process in Florida, it will have no impact on
state or local government costs or revenues, nor Florida’s economy.

Amendment 1 is a citizen initiative, proposed by a political action committee called Florida Citizen Voters
out of Jacksonville.

Amendment 2 is titled “Raising Florida’s Minimum Wage”. It would raise the minimum wage (currently
$8.56 per hour) to $10.00 per hour effective September 30th, 2021. Each September 30th thereafter, the
minimum wage would increase by $1.00 per hour until the minimum wage reaches $15.00 per hour on
September 30th, 2026. From that point forward, future minimum wage increases would be adjusted
annually for inflation starting September 30th, 2027.

The amendment would change Article X, Section 24 of the constitution regarding Florida’s minimum
wage. It currently calls for the wage every September 30 to be increased by the rate of inflation the
previous 12 months, using the Consumer Price Index for urban wage earners and clerical workers.

The state’s Financial Impact Estimating Conference review of this amendment notes that state and local
government costs will increase to comply with the new minimum wage levels. Additional annual wage
costs will be approximately $16 million in 2022, increasing to about $540 million in 2027 and thereafter.
Government actions to mitigate these costs are unlikely to produce material savings. Other government
costs and revenue impacts, both positive and negative, are not quantifiable.

Amendment 2 is a citizen initiative, proposed by a political action committee called Florida For A Fair
Wage out of Miami.

Amendment 3 is titled “All Voters Vote in Primary Elections for State Legislature, Governor, and
Cabinet.” It allows all registered voters, regardless of political party affiliation or lack of affiliation, to vote
in primaries for state legislature, governor, and cabinet. All candidates for an office, including party
nominated candidates, appear on the same primary ballot, for everyone to see and vote on. The two
highest vote getters would advance to the general election. If only two candidates in a race qualify, no
primary is held and the winner is determined in the general election. A candidate’s party affiliation may
appear on ballot as provided by law.


https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/initiatives/initdetail.asp?account=73911&seqnum=1
https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/committees/ComDetail.asp?account=73911
https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/initiatives/initdetail.asp?account=70115&seqnum=1
https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/committees/ComDetail.asp?account=70115
https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/committees/ComDetail.asp?account=70115
https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/initiatives/initdetail.asp?account=64632&seqnum=5

Amendment 3 is a citizen initiative, proposed by a political action committee called All Voters Vote, Inc.
out of Tallahassee. The group argues that non-party affiliated voters in Florida, which today number
greater than Republican Party or Democratic Party voters, aren’t currently allowed to vote in meaningful
primary elections because they don’t belong to a party. Amendment opponents say it would dilute
minority voting strength and could result in two candidates of the same party facing off in the general
election.

The state’s Financial Impact Estimating Conference review of this amendment notes that it is probable
that the proposed amendment will result in additional local government costs to conduct elections in
Florida, with combined costs across counties ranging from $5.2 million to $5.8 million for each of the first
three election cycles. You can read more here.

Amendment 4 is titled “Voter Approval of Constitutional Amendments” and would require all proposed
amendments or revisions to the state constitution be approved by the voters in two elections, instead of
one, in order to take effect. The proposal applies the current thresholds of 60% for passage to each of the
two elections.

Amendment 4 is a citizen initiative, proposed by a political action committee called Keep Our Constitution
Clean PC, out of Fort Lauderdale. The group argues the amendment is needed because it’s still too
easy to amend the state constitution. Opponents say it will put a damper on citizen initiatives by driving
up costs.

The state’s Financial Impact Estimating Conference review of this amendment notes it is probable that it
will result in additional state and local government costs to conduct elections in Florida. You can read
more here.

Amendment 5 is titled “Limitation on Homestead Assessments.” It would increase, from two to three
years, the period of time during which accrued Save-Our-Homes property tax benefits may be transferred
from a prior home to a new home.

The original Save-Our-Homes amendment to Florida’s constitution was approved by voters in 1992 and
limits the annual increase in the assessments of homestead property to 3% or the increase in inflation,
whichever is less. In 2008, voters approved another amendment that allows homeowners that are
relocating within Florida to transfer their accumulated Save-Our-Homes benefit to a new home if they had
the homestead exemption on their prior house in either of the two preceding years. This so-called
“portability“ allows homeowners to retain their reduced assessed value when changing permanent
residences. This proposed amendment would give those homeowners up to three years to purchase a
new home and transfer those accumulated tax benefits.

Amendment 5 is a legislative initiative, proposed by the Florida Legislature this past spring through HIR
369. Unlike citizen initiatives, legislative initiatives do not undergo review and approval of the ballot
summary language by the Florida Supreme Court nor are they reviewed by the state’s Financial Impact
Estimating Conference for the initiative’s potential cost to taxpayers.

Amendment 6 is titled “Ad Valorem Tax Discount for Spouses of Certain Deceased Veterans Who Had
Permanent, Combat-Related Disabilities.” It provides that the homestead property tax discount for certain
veterans with permanent combat-related disabilities carries over to the veteran's surviving spouse who
holds legal or beneficial title to, and who permanently resides on, the homestead property, until he or she
remarries or sells or otherwise disposes of the property. The discount may be transferred to a new
homestead property of the surviving spouse under certain conditions.

Amendment 6 is a legislative initiative, proposed by the Florida Legislature this past spring through HJIR
877. Unlike citizen initiatives, legislative initiatives do not undergo review and approval of the ballot
summary language by the Florida Supreme Court nor are they reviewed by the state’s Financial Impact
Estimating Conference for the initiative’s potential cost to taxpayers.
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All proposed amendments to Florida’s constitution require a 60% majority vote to be approved. As many
of our readers are Floridians, it's important to know how each of these measures can affect us and our

families, businesses, and employees. Knowledge is power! Election Day is Tuesday, November 3.
Please be sure to exercise your civic duty to vote!
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