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Members, 

I rise today not just as a Senator, but as a Florida farmer. 

Farming is hard work. And this time of year, you can feel it before you see it. The winds start coming in 

from the south. Now, to folks who live in the city, that might just mean warmer afternoons. But to a 

farmer, it means the season has turned. When the wind shifts from the cold, dry north to the warm, 

humid south, it tells us the soil is waking up. It’s time to seed the land. 

Across Florida, tractors start rolling. Fields that looked quiet just weeks ago are carefully measured, 

tilled, and planted. And then we wait, but not just sitting idly by.  

In 40 to 50 days, if the good Lord is willing, you’ll have cucumbers. In 60 to 90 days, corn will be standing 

tall. In 70 to 100 days, those watermelon vines will spread across the sandy soil, carrying fruit that tastes 

like a Florida summer. 

But between the planting and the harvest is where the real work happens. 

Every single day, we watch the sky. Too much rain, not enough rain. Too much heat, an unexpected cold 

snap. We irrigate carefully, not a drop wasted. We monitor for pests and disease. We treat the crops 

responsibly so they grow healthy and safe. We mend fences. We repair equipment that breaks at the 

worst possible time. We work before sunrise and long after sunset, because crops don’t wait for 

business hours. 

It’s a delicate craft. You can’t rush it. You can’t cut corners. And you can lose everything to one bad 

storm. 

I know too many people who think their food comes from Publix. And let me say, Publix does a fine job 

promoting Florida agriculture and getting our products onto their shelves. But the real work starts long 

before that produce ever reaches a store. It starts in our fields, in the dirt, in the heat, in the 

uncertainty. 

It starts with men and women who have chosen a life that is anything but easy. 

Farming is hard work. It’s risk. It’s patience. It’s faith. 
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And this Florida Farm Bill is about making it just a little bit easier for those farmers to get food from their 

fields to your table. It’s about recognizing that agriculture isn’t just part of our heritage, it’s essential to 

our future. It’s about ensuring that when those southern winds begin to blow, Florida farmers are ready, 

and supported. 

The men and women who give their lives to this delicate craft need our help. Not handouts. Not praise. 

Just fair policy that understands the realities of the land. 

So members, when you cast your vote today, remember: behind every cucumber, every ear of corn, 

every watermelon slice at a summer picnic, there’s a Florida farmer who bet everything on that harvest. 

I respectfully ask for your favorable support because farming is hard work and together we can show our 

farmers that we have their backs.  


